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SIT ON THE LID AND LAUGH 

-Build for yourself a strong box, 
Fashion each part with care ; 

When it's strong as your hand can make it, 
Put all your troubles there. 

Hide there all thought of your failure, 
And each bitter cup that you quaff; 

Lock all your heartaches within it, 
Then sit on the lid and laugh. 

Tell no one else its contents, 
Never its secrets share; 

When you've put in your care and worry, 
Keep them forever there. 

Hide them from sight so completely, 
The world will never know half, 

Fasten the strong box securely, 
Then sit on the lid and laugh. 

-Selected. 
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SEVEN HEADS AND TEN 
HORNS OF REV. 12, 13, 17. 

Prophecy 
What Are They? Are They 

Identical? 

Prophecy is "a declaration of 
something to come, . . . espe
cially an inspired foretelling."
Webster. 

It iS' "declaring the end from 
the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are not yet 
done." Isa. 46:10. "Now I have 
told you before it come to pass, 
that, when it come to pass, ye 
might believe." John 14 :29. 

"Prophecy includes in the most 
direct manner all these great 
events which make the frame
work of history. (1) Croly. 

"Prophecy is history written 
in advance. As the ages roll by, 
history, practically takes the 
place of prophecy, the foretold 
becoming the fulfilled." (2) 
Guinness. 

"God has graciously given us 
His own all-wis:e and infallible 
explanations of the meaning of 
certain leading and determina
tive portions of the symbolical 
prophecies in the book of Dan
iel, and the Apocalyps-e, no in
terpretation of these prophecies 
can be secure and trustworthy, 
which does not rest on these di
vine explanations, and employ 
them as keys to unlock the mean
ing of the whole." (3) Guin
nes:s. "The Apocalypse is simply 
the story told in advance of the 
two last kingdoms of Daniel's 
prophecy; the story of the de
cline and fall of the Roman Em
pire, and of the rise and estab
lishment of the kingdom of God." 

Past events such as the deluge, 
destruction of Sod om and Go
morrah, are sometimes: used to 
illustrate future events. Matt. 
24.37-39; Luke 17:26-30. In 

. like manner, Balaam and Jeze
hel are introduced in prophecies 
relating to the future to illus
trate certain like events to take 
place; but that does not prove 
that the prophecies, wherein 
these characters are introduced, 
relate to the past. Rev. 2:14, 20-
23. In the same manner, we 
find that war in heaven between 
Christ" and :Satan, and his ex
pulsion from heaven is intro
duced in Rev. 12:7-9, to illus
trate 'the conflict between Christ 
and Satan while Jesus was on 
earth and Satan's failure to over-
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come him, and the symboilic wo
man, the church. But this is no 
evidence that either the dragon 
or the woman symbolize the con
troversy between Christ and his 
man from Eden ; for the pro
phecy relates to the future, not 
the past, as will appear in the 
future consideration of this sub
ject. 

"History has ever been the 
interpreter of prophecy." (4) 
Guinness. 

Concerning the interpretation 
of the book of Revelation, Guin
ness says as follows: "In re
garding it (the Apocalypse) as 
the story told in advance, in sym
bolic language of the events of 
the Chns:tian centuries, he is 
treading in the steps of the 
church from the expulswn of 
greater Apocalyptic interpreters 
from the earliest times:, of Jus
tin, Martyr, Irenaus, Tertullian, 
Hyppolytus, Victorinus, Metho
dius, Lactantius, Eusebius, Au
thanasius, Jerome and Augustine 
among the Fathers; of Bede and 
Anspert, Andreas and Anselm, 
Joachim Abbas and Aqmeric of 
the Middle Ages, of the Albi
genses and Waldenses, of Wick
liffe and the Lollards, of John 
Russ and Jerome of Prague of 
pre-reformation times; of the 
reformers, English, Scottish and 
Continental. ... of the Puritan 
Theologians, of the Pilgrim 
Fathers of New England, of 
Mede and More, and Sir Isaac 
Newton and Jonathan Edwards, 
that greatest of American the
ologians-, of Bengal the learned 
German exegete of Alford and 
Wordsworth, of Birks and Bick
ersteth, of Faber, and EJliott in 
England, and a host of others ; 
men distinguished for their abil
ity, their as!Siduity, their spirit
uality, their deep study of the 
prophetic word, in short, by 
what appE.ars to be the greatest 
and best expositors of the book." 
(5) Guinness. 

From the above, it is evident 
that prophecy is considered to be 
a divine revelation of events to 
take place in the future; it is 
history written in -advance. The 
records of history simply are the 
records of the fulfillment of the 
inspired predict2ons from the 
Lord. 
Principles of Interpretation of 

Symbolic Prophecy 
In Daniel we find the key to 

the interpretation of these sym
bolic lines of p·o~Jhe~y. · In 

chapter two, the different parts 
of the me.talic image are ex
plained to repres:ent successive 
wo~ld powers, beginnilljg' with 
Babylon, then in existence, sym
bolized by the head of go1d, and 
finally ending with the setting up 
of the everlasting kingdom of 
God, symbolized by the stone, 
which smote the image. 

The four beasts of Daniel 
seven, we are told, Siymbolizie 
the same four great world pow
ers, mentioned in Daniel two, but 
with additional specifications, 
after which the kingdom of glory 
begins. In Daniel eight, we have 
symbols: only of the last three 
great kingdoms, because the 
kingdom of Ba:bylon was just 
there passing under the domin
ion of Medo-Persia. The horns 
of the various beasts are ex
plained to denote kings, or king
doms. From these inspired in
terpretations, we learn that 
these symbolic lines of prophecy 
begin with the kingdom in ex
istence when the revelation was 
given, in order to give an un
mistakable basis for the pro
phecy to build upon. While 
Babylon, under N ebuchadnezzar, 
was a world power ruling over 
countries formerly governed by 
the Egypt, Assyria and others, 
yet the symbols of the head of 
of gold, Dan. 2, and the lion of 
Dan. 7, represent only the king
dom of Babylon, and not any of 
the preceding powers now under 
the dominion of Babylon. In no 
case, do we find any symbol to 
represent any kingdom which 
had practicaBy ceased to exist 
when the pr•ediction was given. 
This same inspired principle of 
interpretation ought to be fol
lowed in the interpretation of 
the symbolic lines of prophecy in 
the book of Revelation. 

THE SEED WE Sow. 
"Plant blessings, and bless

ings will bloom; plant hate 
and hatred will grow ; 

You can sow today, tomorrow 
will bring the blessing, 
which proves . 

What sort of a thing is the seed 
-the seed you sow." 

"Resolve to hold your peace 
when little things go wrong
and· hold it. You will be sur
prised how placid, com:rosed and 
poised you are under the sever
est provocation." 



WHAT IS A FRIEND? · 

:Seated on the white beach, 
they talked of friendship. 

"A friend is a 'balancing pole." 
said an athlete, "a balancing pole 
without which it is impossible to 
walk safely thJe tight rope of 

. life." 
"A friend is a jewel," said a 

pretty girl, "that shines: bright
est in the darkness of misfor
tune." 

"A friend is a volume," said a 
journalist, "a volume of sympa
thy, bound in cloth as a rule, 
though in rare cases the binding 
may be s.ilken." 

"A frilend is a golden link," 
mused a jeweler, "in the chain 
of life." 

"He is a .plaster," S'aid the phy
sician, "for the cuts of misfor
tune." 

"Like ivy," said the botanist, 
"the greater the ruin the· closer 
he clings." 

"A fritend," said a sad looking 
woman, "is the first person who 
comes in when the whole world 
has gone out." 

.. THE MISSION OF THE 
BANNER 

It will go anywhere, sea or land, 
Gets into cabin or palace, 
Reaches those otherwise un-

reachable, 
·waits its time to be heard, 
Is never tired of speaking. 
Travels farther and cheaper than 

any other; 
Is unaffected by climate; un

touched by fever. 
Once started off, calls: for no sal

ary. 
Costs nothing to feed or clothe. 
Never changes its voice, and 

lasts 
Forev.er-until the fire comes! 

Shun delay'S', they breed re
morse; 

Take thy time while time is 
lent thee; 

Creeping snails have weakest 
force; 

Fly thy fault lest thou repent 
thee; 

~ Good is best when soonest 
wrought; . 

Lingering labors come to naught. 

Every kindness we show, 
every ~ervice ·we do, to either a 
human being or an animal, does 
us . more good than the one for 
whom we do it. 
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. HE-LP YOURSELF 

It is l'lelated of a wealthy Phil
adelphia man who has been dead 
these many y;ears, that a young 
man came to him one day, and 
asked for help to start in busi
nes:s 

"Do you drink?" asked the 
millionaire. 

"Occasionally." 
"Stop it! Stop it for one year, 

and. then come and see me." 
The young man broke off at 

once, and then, at the end of the 
year again presented himself. 

"Do you smoke?" asked the 
gentleman. 

"Yes, now and then." 
"Stop it! Stop it for a year, 

and then come and see me." 
The young man went away, 

and cut loose from the habit; 
· and, after worrying through 
twelve months, once more faced 
the philanthropist. 

"Do you chew?" 
"Yes." 
".Stop it! :Stop it for a year, 

and then come and see me." 
But the young man · never 

called again . 
When somebody asked him 

why he did not make one more 
effort, he replied, "Didn't I 
know what he was driving at? 
He'd have told me that if I had 
stopped chewing, drinking and 
smoking, I must have saved 
enough to start myself." 

Love has a twin sister, which 
is duty. Love and duty stand 
side by side. Love exercised 
while duty is ne·glected will make 
children headstrong, willful, per
verse, s:elfish and disobedient. If 
stern duty is left alone without 
love to soften and win it will 
have a similar result. Duty and 
love must be blended in order 
that children may be properly 
dis-ciplined. 

God will not suffer one of his · 
true-hearted workers to be left 
alone to struggle against great 
odds and be overcome. He pre
serves as a precious jewel every 
one whose life is hid with Christ 
n God. Of every such an one He 

says : "I * * * will make thee 
as a s>ignet; for I have chosen 
thee." Haggai 2:23. 

"Happiness is a matter of 
habit; and you had better gather 
it fresh every day or you will 
never gather it at all." 
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HANG ON 

Hang on ! Hang on ! No matter 
what they say. 

Push on ! Sing on ! Things will 
come your way. 

Sitting down and whining never 
helps a bit; 

Best way to get there is by keep
ing up your grit. 

Don't give up hopfng when the
ship goes down, 

Grab a spar or something, just 
· refuse to drown, 

Don't think you're dying jqst 
because you're hit; 

Smile in face of danger, and 
hang on to your grit. 

Folks die too easy-they sort of 
fade away; 

Make a little error, and give up 
in dismay. 

Kind of man .that's needed is 
the man of ready wit; 

To laugh at pain and trouble, 
and to keep his grit. 

We look before and after and 
pine for what is not; 

Our sincerest -laughter with 
some pain is fraught; 

Our sweetest songs are those 
which tell of saddest 
thought. 

Every second four visitors ar
rive in New York. 

Every 42 seconds an immi
grant arrives. 

Every 42 seconds: a pas·senger
train arrives. 

Every 3 minutes s·ome one is 
arrested. 

Every 6 minutes a child is 
born. 

Every 7 minute•s there is a 
funeral. 

Every 13 minutes there is a 
wedding. 

Every 42 minutes a new busi
ness firm starts up. 

Every 48 minutes: a building 
catches' fire. 

Every 48 minutes a ship leaves 
the harbor. 

Every 51 minutes a new build
ing is €rected. 

Every lo/4 hours some one is 
kilied by accident. 

Every 81!2 hours some pair are 
divorced. 

Every 10 hours someone oom
mits suicide: 

E v- ery night $1,250,000 is 
s:-·ent in restaurants for dinner. 

E -. ery day 350 new citizens. go 
t::> New York to live. 
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HOEING AND PRAYING 

_Said Farmer Jones· in a whining 
· tone, 

To his good old neighbor Gray, 
"I've worn my knees through to 

the bone 
But it ain't no use to pray. 

Your corn looks just twice as 
good as mine, 

Though you don't pretend to 
be 

A shining light in the church to 
shine, · 

An' tell salvation's free. 

I've prayed to the Lord a thou
sandtimes 

For to make that 'ere corn 
grow; 

An' why your'n beats it so an' 
climbs 

I'd give a good deafto know." . 
Said Farmer Gray to his neigh,-

bor Jones, 
In his quiet and easy way, 

"When prayers get mixed with 
lazy bones, 

They don't make farmin' pay. 

"Y out weeds, I notice, are rank 
and tall, 

In spite of all your prayers; 
you may pray for corn till th~ 

heavens fall, 
If you don't dig up the tares. 

·"I mix my prayers with a little 
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toil, 
Along in every row; 

And I work this mixture into the 
soil, 

Quite vigorous, with a hoe. 
"An' I've discovered, thQugh 

stiH in sin, 
As sure as you are born, 

This· kind of compost well work
ed in, 

Makes pretty decent corn. 

So while I'm praying I use my 
hoe, 

An' ·do my level best, 
To keep down the weeds along 

each row, 
An' the Lord, He does the rest. 

"It's well for to pray, both night 
an' morn, 

As every farmer knows ; 
But the place to pray for thrifty 

corn 
Is right between the rows. 

"You mus·t us•e your hands while 
praying, though, 

If an answer you would get, 
For prayer-worn knees an' a 

rusty hoe 
Never raised a big crop yet. 

"An' s:o I believe, my good old 
friend, 

If you mean to win the day, 
From ploughing clean to the har

vest's end, 
You must hoe as well as pray." 

Life's best things-simplicity, 
hone.s•ty, truthfulnes1s, purity, 
unsull~·ed integrity-cannot be 
bought or s·old; they are as free 
to the ignorant as to the edu
cated, to the black man as to the 
white man, to the humble peas
a}'l-t as to the king upon his 
throne. 

Nothing is apparently more 
helpless, yet really more invin
cible, than the soul that feels its 
nothingness, and relies wholly on 
the merits of the Saviour. God 
would send ev·ery angel of 
heaven to the aid of such an one, 
rather than allow him to be over
come. 

The shuttles of His purpose 
move 

To carry out His own design; 
·Seek not too soon to disapprove 

His work, nor yet assign 
Dark motives, when with silent 

dread, 
You view each somber fold; 

For, lo! within each darker 
thread 

There twines a thread of gold. 

"He liveth long, who liveth 
well; 

All other life is short and 
vain; 

He liveth longest who can tell 
Of . living most for heavenly 

gain." 
"Faith in God, pray to God, 

and work for God are sure to 
bring _success." 

"Out of the depths came our 
gems most rare; 

Out of the depths our choicest 
flowers; 

Out of the depths of the darkest 
despair, 

We oft find growing our 
choicest flowers." 

He only is advancing in life 
whose· heart is getting softer, 
whose blood warmer, whose 
brain quicker, whose spirit is 
entering into living peace. 

"There are two kinds of peo
pJe in the world: those who are 
r 'ways getting ready to do some
thing and those who go ahead 
and do it." 

Many indeed think of being 
happy with God in · heaven; but 
the being happy with God on 
earth never enters their thought. 

If there be some weaker· one, 
Give me strength to help him on; 
If a blinder soul there be, 
Let me guide him nearer Thee. 

Every human being is intend
ed -to have a character of hh~ 
own, to be what no other is, to 
do what no other can. 

What we sow in the home and 
school we reap in the nation . . 



NOTICE 

The Banner Publishing Asso
ciation, 610 West 36th 
~treet, Savannah, Ga. 

I am especially interested 
in the publication and circu
lation of the above named 
"History of the Negro Race." 

I therefore subscribe $-------- ---

to be paid in sixty days as fol

lows: $------ ------ here with en

~losed; the balance $-- ------ ---
to be paid in thirty days. 

Signed ___ __ ________ ___ ______________ ___ _ 

Will the readers of the 
"Banner" kindly consider the 
above blank, which should be 
filled out and sent to the of
fice by return mail? Who will 
give or loan the first fifty dol
lars? Interest will be paid if 
desired. 

We are nearing the close of 
earth's history; soon we shall 
stand before the great white 
throne. Soort your time for work 
will be forever past. 

When a man begins to amass 
wealth, it is a question as to 
whether God is going to gain a 
fortune or lose a man. 

'Youth fades, love droops, the 
leaves of friendship fall; 

A mother's secret hope outlives 
them all. 

We have no right to overtax 
either the mental or physical 
powers, so that we are easily ex
cited, and led to speak words 
whi~h dishonor God. 

God has always tried his peo
ple in the furnace of affliction, 
in order to prove them firm and 
true, and purge them from all 
unrighteousness. 

God wiN move upon men in 
humble positions to declare the 
message of pres·ent truth. 

"Prepare to meet thy God, 0 
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"Being life, religion is bound 
to express itself constantly. 
Where ther·e is no expres'Sion evi
dent, there is no real religion 

. existe·nt.'.' 

"Dear heart, be swift in loving
Time speedeth on ; 

And so thy chance of blessed 
service 

Will soon be gone.'' 

"Submis·sion, love and grati
tude to God keep sunshine in the 
heart, thou.gh the day may be 
ever so cloudy.'' 

Soul-winning is no task for 
galley slaves driven by the whip 
of conscience. It is a service of 
love, and it can .be done only 
under the compulsion of love. 

As preacher or teacher or 
chUr·ch leader, is your vision of 
the ideal clear and bright? Are 
you growing up to your office 
day by day? 

Ther·e is no power on earth 
that can neutralize the influence 
of a high, pure, simple and use
ful life. 

Greatness comes· only to those 
who seek not how to avoid ob
stacles but to overcome them. 

,.The glory of life is to love, 
not to be loved; to give, not to 
get; s:erve, not to be served." 

No interest in missions be
trays either woeful ignorance or 
wilful disobedience. 

Those who seclude themselves 
from the people are in no condi
tion to help them. 

"Temptation is a solicitation 
to evil from a power without to 
a weakness within." 

"Failure starts to germinate 
when you first 'begin to slight 
your work." 

"God never yet fors'Ook at need 
the soul that trusted Him in 
deed.'' 

The · Bible is clear upon all 
points which relate to Christian 
duty. 

Israel.'' . ·. God speaks by the silence of 
· the _sunshine as· truly as the 

I lovet-rttth :wheneVei• I niid it. 'thunderclap. -

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The Third Biennial Session 
of the General Assembly of 
Free Seventh-day Adventists 
will convene in the early 
spring of 1924 at Savannah, 
Ga., U.S. A. This session will 
be conducted under a large 
canvas pavilion. Many small 
tents will be pitched for the 
accommodation of delegates. 
Delegates are expected from 
the following countries: Elder 
H. Louie Mignott and others 
o1' Jamaica, B. W. I.; Elder J. 
B. Mosley and others from 
Costa Rica, Central America; 
and Elder C. A. Edwards and 
others from Cuba. Delegates 
are expected from the follow
ing places: in America : Bruns
wick, Ga. ; Gainesville, Fla. ; 
Dallas, Texas,; Kingstree, S. 
C. ; Chicago, Ill. ; Los Angeles, 
Cal. ; Jacksonville, Fla. ; Elyria, 
Ohio; Jersey City, N. ·· J.;· 
Toano, Va. ; Omaha, Neb.; 
Charleston, S. C.; ·New Or- · 
leans, La., and New York, N. 
Y. All are invited to attend 
the meeting. 

Those expecting to attend 
this meeting should write to 
Elder J. W. Manns so that 
proper arrangements can be 
made. 

All of our brethren, .both 
home and abroad, should ·begin 
to plan now to attend this 
meeting. We are giving ample 
time for all to make ready. At . 
this meeting there - will be 
amendments: made in the Con
stitution and By-Laws of the 
General Assembly. 
MRS. L. L. JOHNSON, Sec. · 
J. W. MANNS, President. 

"In the morning sow thy · 
seed, and in the evening with
hold not thy hand/ 

' 'It is when we say, 'l will !'to : 
God, that human weakness · is 
1 nked to divine strength, and 
then a great service i:s - poss•ible.'~ 
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.THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUBS 

(J. B. Mosley.) 

. The seven last plagues-the 
vials of God's unmingled wrath 
-.-. are soon to be poured out upon 
a perishing wor1d. Though myr
iads of voices are heralding down 
the stream of time, declaring the 
coming doom; yet, men do not 
stop to think, neither do they 
consider as· they journey through 
life's rugged pathway, what ter
rible calamity is coming upon 
t11e world. Little do they realize 
that eternity is knocking at the 
door, and that soon, very soon, 
God's great clock of time will 
strike the hour of S'etting sun. 
The day of woe, the day of wast
ing, the day. of destruction, is 
fast approaching; but it is a de
plorable fact to perceive that the 
children of men are unprepared. 

On the rocky isle of Patmos 
the prophet John in holy vision 
fores·aw the terrible wrath of 
God,-·. seven angels having the 
seven vials of the wrath of God. 
Rev. 15:1, awaiting the final 
command to go forth and pour 
them out upon the impenitent. 
Prior to this the Lord has in His 
infinite mercy given His people a 
threefold meSisage to prepare 
themselves· and to warn the 
world against the worship of the 
beast and his image. Rev. 14:6-
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12. And when thiS' mess·age shall 
have been preached to earth's re
motest nation, Matt. 24:14, when 
Christ shall have finished his me
diatoral work in the ·heavenly 
sanctuary, Rev. 15 :8; and the de
cree shall go forth-he that is 
unjust let him be unjust still, he 
which is filthy let him be filthy 
still. 22:11. Then the plagues 
will begin to pour. 

Without doubt and beyond 
contradi-ction, it can be clearly 
seen from the foregoing Scrip
tures that the pouring out of the 
plagues will not be until after the 
cloS'e of :probation,-when the 
gates of mercy are closed and 
the heaven is left without an in
tercess•or. Rev. 15:8; Isa. 59:16. 
Immediately after the culmina
tion of this solemn drama ; the 
fearful mandate will go forth 
from the temple to the seven an
gels saying, "go your way and 
pour out the vials of the wrath 
of God upon the earth." The 
first w'ent, and poured out his 
vial, and there fell a noisesome 
and grievous· sore upon the men 
which had the mark of the beast; 
and upon them which worshiped 
his image. Rev. 16:1, 2. The 
mark of the beast and the wor
shipping of his image, as every
body knows•, is the homage paid 
to the papacy, and the acknowl
edged worship on the venerable 
day of the sun (Sunday) a man~ 
made · rest day. Doc. Catch p. 
17 4, as against the true Bible 
Sabbath, a God-made rest day. 
Exo. 20:8-11; Isa. 56:2; 58:13-
14; Ezek. 20:12, 20; Mark 2 :28. 
Henoe, the message of the third 
angel is to cry against this false 
worship. Rev. 14 :9, 10. 

The consuming S!Ores will be as 
extensive as was the plague 
which the Lord plagued the men 
that fought against Jerusalem; 
their ey.es shall consume away in 
their holes, and their tongues 
shall consume away in their 
mouths, and their flesh shall fall 
off their bodies while they stand 
upon their feet. Zech. 14:12. As 
will be the plague of men, so also 

will be the plague of all the 
beasts. Vers·e 15. 

The second ·angel poured out 
his vial upon the sea; and it be
came as the blood of a dead man: 
and ev-ery living soul died il} the 
sea. Rev. 16 :3. The term "liv
ing soul" is not applicable to mor
tal man as is: recorded in Gen. 2: 
7; but this is applied to imbecile 
or irrational animals, such as the 
fish, leviathan and the living 
creatures of the sea. 

And the third angel poured out 
his vial upon the rivers and foun
tains of waters and they became 
blood. . . . The angel of the 
waters declared, "Thou art right
eous·, 0 Lord. . . because thou 
hast judged thus;" For they 
have shed the blood of saints and 
prophets, and thou hast given 
them blood to drink; for they are 
worthy. Rev. 16:4-6. Query: 
Why are these charged for shed
ding blood, when as. it is predict
ed that none of the saints· in this 
generation will be killed? The 
reason is quite obvious, while 
they will not be permitted to per
~ orm the action of shedding the 
blood of the saints. Notwith
standing, in motive and purpose 
they have, as will be determined 
by the following .Scriptures: 
Matt. 23:34, 35; I. Jno. 3:15. 
Hence they are guilty every whit 
as if. they had carried out their 
wicked intentions. For guilt is 
attached to motive the same as 
action. 

The fourth angel poured out 
his vial upOn the sun, and power 
was given unto him to scorch 
men with fire. And men were 
scorched with great heat, and 
blasphemed the name of God, 
which hath power over these 
plagues: and they repented not 
to give him glory. Rev. 16:8, 9. 
Just picture the terrible s·cene of 
this great catastrophe; men will 
be covered with putrifying sores, 
inflicting in their veins its fever
ish infiuence,-the sea, rivers 
and fountains of waters are all 
turned into blood, and · within 



them are the remains of the dead 
creatures of the waters. Just 
imagine how its offensive odor 
will aff.ect mankind. Then again 
the sun will s:corch men with 
great heat-a flood of liquid fire, 
and all they have to quench their 
burning thirst is blood. What a 
time of anguis·h! What a time 
of woe! What a time of wail
ing! Yea, the word of God de
clared "the cup must be drained 
to the dregs." Ps. 75:8. 

The voice of inspiration thus 
rpeaks, as a result of this burn
ing liquid. The vine is dried up, 
and the fig tree languisheth ; the 
r·omegranate tree, the palm tree 
als:o, and the apple tl'iee, even all 
the trees· of the field, are with
ered . . . beca us<e joy is withered 
a way from the sons of men. . .. 
How do the beas.ts groan! the 
herd of cattle are perplexed, be
cause they have no pasture; yea, 
the flocks of sheep are made des
olate. 0 Lord, to thee will I 
cry; for the fire hath devoured 
the pastures of the wilderness 
and the flame hath burned all the 
tl'lees of the field. The beasts of 
the field cry als·o unto thee; for 
the rivers of waters are dried up. 
... Joel1 :12-20. 

During this fourth plague the 
reader will note that there will 
be a great famine and drought 
such as never was . . No water, no 
food nor fruits. What a terrible 
time of anguish! Man and beast 
will suffer this horrible torture 
and hunger. And because of this 
great famine, men will eat their 
own flesh for food. Isa. 49:26; 
9 :20. The question now arises, 
where will the righteous be dur
ing this time of anguish? The 
answer is, the Lord will hide 
them and make sure their bread 

.. and water. Is·a. 33:16. For says 
He: "they shall not be ashamed 
in the evil time: and in the days 
of famine they s·hall be satis
fied." "•Come my people, enter 
thou into thy chambers, and shut 
thy doors about thee; hide thy
self as it were for a little mo-
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ment, until the indignation be 
overpast." Ps. 37:19; 91:10; 
Isa. 26:20. 

And the fifth angel poured out 
his vial upon the seat of the 
beast ; and his kingdom was full 
of darkness; and they gnawed 
their tongues for pain, and blas'
phemed the God of heaven be
cause of their pains· and sores, 
and repented not of their deeds. 
Rev. 16:10, 11. The seat of .the 
beast is here used as a . symbol, 
and could be applied to nothing 
else but the papal See-the man 
of s-in, the son of perdition. II. 
Thes:s. 2:3, 4, in other words, 
Rome, where the seat of his gov
ernment is. His kingdom is: sym
bolic of the subjects of the Pope 
in his ecclesiastical point of view. 
The phraseology, "his· kingdom 
was full of darkness," is similar 
to the darkness in the plagues of 
Egypt. While it was darkness to 
the Egyptians it was light to the 
people of God-ancient Israel. 
Exo. 10 :21-23. So will it be in 
these last days, while it will be 
darkness to those who worship 
the beast and his imag·e, it will 
be light to those who worship on 
the Seventh Day Sabbath-mod
ern Is:rael. 

(To be continued next issue.) 

THE TIME OF THE END 

"The time of the end" is a 
phras-e used by the prophet Dan
iel in connection with several 
importan;t lines of prophecy. If 
the phras·e were useq but once, 
it would demand the attentio:1 
of Bible students; but when it 
occurs repeatedly, sometimes re
ferring to political events a11u 
sometimes to the work in behalf 
of the people of God, the Bible 
students cannot but be im
pressed with the importance Ht:
tached to this laPv,uage, f wm 
God's viewpoint.· 

·The expression suggests· ~hat 
at some time during the world's 
history, there win be a period 
known as "the time of the end." 
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This being so, it is evident that 
thes•e words must r:efel'1 to a 
definite, specific period of time, 
with a beginning which can be 
determined and an ending which . 
can be understood. 

Scriptures Wherein This Lan-
guage Occurs · 

But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up 
the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end; 
many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased. 
And he said, Go thy way, Dan
iel: for the words are closed up 
and sealed till the time of the 
end. Dan. 12: 4, 9. 

And some of them of under
standing shall fall, to try them, 
and to urge, and to make them 
white, even to the time of th-e 
end: because it is yet for a time 
appointed. And at the time of 
the end shall the king of the 
s·outh push at him: and the king 
of the north shall! come against 
him lik-e a whirlwind, with 
chariots, and with horsemen, and . 
with many ships; and he shall 
enter into the countries, and 
shall overflow and pass over. 
Dan. 1145, 40. 

But he said unto me, Under
stand, 0 son of man: for at the 
time of the end shall be the 
vision. Dan. 8:17. 

These scriptures·, with their 
settings, are strong proof that 
the Lord would have his peo
ple understand that the phrase, 
"the time of the end," is a defi
nite period of the world's his
tory. In speaking of "the time 
of the end," the Scripture says, 
"because it is yet for a time a}r 
pointed." Therefore, it must be 
not only a definite period of time, 
but a most important portion of 
human probation, which God 
would have his peopl-e under
stand. 

Its Beginning 
When did this period of time 

begin, and when will it termi
nate? In the sixth verse of the 
twelfth chapter of Daniel, after 
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"the time of the end" had been 
introduced, one of the holy mes
sengers sent to give instruction 
to the prophet, raised the ques.,. 
tion, "How long shall it be to 
the end of these wonders ?" In 
the s•eventh verse another angel 
gives the answer to this ques
tion: "It shall be for a time, 
times, and an half." 

Parallel language in regard to 
time occurs in Dan. 7:25. Speak
ing of the time when the little 
horn was to "speak great words 
against the Most High," to 
"wear out the saints of the 
Most High, and think to change 
times and laws," the angel said: 
"'They shall be given into his 
hand until a time and times and 
the dividing of time." 

Bible commentators agree that 
this prophecy applies to the time 
of the supremacy of the papacy. 
John, the Revelator, in speak
ing of the supremacy of the pa
pal power, in the eleventh, 
twelfth and thirteenth chapters· 
of Revelation, twice uses the 
words "forty and two months," 
and once, "a thousand two hun• 
dred and threescorce days." 
The revelation made by John and 
the prophecy of Daniel, speak
ing of the continuance of the 
same power, could not but al
low the same time for its su
premacy. U s'ing the language . 
in Revelation as a guide to the 
prophecy of Daniel, would make 
the prophetic word "time" equal 
one year, twelve months, or . 
three hundred and sixty days 
(Bible reckoning); "times," the 
plural of "time," would be two 
years, twenty-four months, or 
seven hundred and twenty days; 
"half a time/' or "the dividing 
of time," would be half a year, 
six months, or one hundred and 
eighty days. Or, in literal time, 
we would have three years and a 
half, forty-two months, or 
twelve hundred and sixty dayS'. 
In prophecy, each day stands 
for a year. Therefore, the su
premacy of the papacy; accord.:. 
ing to the prophecies · of -Daniel 
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and Revelation, was to continue 
twelve hundred and sixty years. 

It is generally agreed that the 
bishop of Rome assumed that he 
became head of the bishops of 
Southern Europe, Eastern Asia 
and Northern Africa at the 
time of the going into effect of 
the Emperor Justinian's decree, 
declaring that if the bishop of 
Rome would help him to over
throw the enemies of the Chris
tian religion, he should be the 
head of all the bishops of the 
East. This decree went into ef
fect in 538 A. D. Adding 1,260 
years, the time the prophecy al
lots to the supremacy of the 
papacy, would bring us to 1798 
A. D., or the time when the 
papacy was to lose the power it 
had exercised during the 1,260 
years. 

John us:es this language con
cerning the papacy at this time: 
"He that leadeth into captivity 
shall go into captivity; he that 
killeth with the sword must be 
killed with the sword." In 1798, 
a branch of the French army 
entered Italy, took the pope pris
oner, and sent him into exile. 
where he died two years later. 
Thi.s was a daring act, and is 
the fulfillment of that prophecy, 
regarded by Bible interpreters as 
"He that killeth with the sword 
must be killed with the sword." 

The "time, times, and an 
half" terminated at this time, 
in 1798, which was· to mark the 
beginning of "the time of the 
end." 

Its Termination 

It is evident from the lan
guage, "the time of the end," 
that, from its beginning in 1798, 
it must reach down to and in
clude the end of the world. We 
are not told in the Word of God 
·how long the "time of the end" 
is to last. It was to begin in 
1798 and will reach to the com
ing. of Christ to this earth the 
second time. 

From the .statement the angel 
made to Daniel-· -·"But thou, 0 

Daniel, shut up the words, and 
seal the book, even to the time 
of the end: many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall be 
inc.reased. . . . Go thy way, 
Daniel: for the words are clos:ed 
up and sealed till the time of the 
end"-it is evident that some of 
the prophecies of the book of 
Daniel were not to be under
stood, even by the church, until 
"the time of the end.'" During 
this time great light is to come 
to the people of God, knowledge 
is to be multiplied and extended, 
and many are to run to and fro. 

Again, the very fact that Dan
iel was told to . "shut up the 
words, and seal the book, even 
to the time of the end: . . . for 
the words are closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end," 
implies that at "the time of the 
end," the prophecies of Daniel 
would be uns:ealed, and great 
light would come to the people 
of God from them. 

Already one hundred and six
teen years of this period have 
passed. How ·much longe:r it 
is to continue is not revealed to 
man iii the Word of God. But 
great events are to take place 
during "the time of the end," 
some of which involve the desti
nies of the people of God, and 
others the wicked and the na
tions of earth. 

The Judgment Work 
In Dan. 8:13-17, we read: 
"Then I heard one saint speak

ing, and another saint said unto 
that certain saint which spake, 
How long shall the vision con
~ erning the daily sacrifice, and 
the transgression of desolation, 
to give both the sanctuary and 
the host to be trodden under 
foot? And he said unto me, 
Unto two thousand and three 
hundred days; then shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed. And it 
came to pass, when I, even I, 
Daniel, had s·een the vision. and 
sought for the meaning, then; 
behold, there stood before me as 
the appearance of a man, · And 



I heard a man's voice between 
the banks of Ulai, which called, 
and said, Gabriel, make this man 
to understand the vision. So he 
came near where I stood: and 
when hei came, I was. afraid, 
and fell upon my face; but he 
said unto me, Understand, 0 son 
of man: for at the time of the 
end shall be the vision." 

The work set forth in this 
scripture is the cleansing of the 
heavenly sanctuary. The pro
phecy fixes the exact time when 
the sanctuary is to be cleansed. 
It says, "Unto two thousand and 
three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed." And 
in explaining the vision to Dan
iel, the angel said, "For at the 
time of the end shall be the 
vision." 

This twenty-three hundred 
days is the longest prophetic 
period in the Word of God. The 
end of this period, which marks 
the beginning of the cleansing 
of the heavenly sanctuary, is 
prophetic time, and covers a 
period from 4·57 B. C. to the au
tumn of 1844. The angel said 
that the vision of the cleansing 
of the sanctuary was to be "at 
the time of the end." Therefore, 
"the time of the end," beginning 
in 1798, and reaching down to 
the close of the world's history, 
embraces· the time when the 
cleansing of the heavenly sanc
tuary is to take place, and will 
continue to the close of human 
history. This cleansing work is 
carried on in heaven and consti
tutes the "hour of God's judg
ment," proclaimed in Rev. 14:6, 
7. The solemnity of the time 
can only be appreciated by fully 
realizing the importance of the 
work that is taking place. 

Another event that is to take 
~ place "at the time of the end" is 

introduced ,in the book of Daniel, 
as follows: 

"And at the time of the end 
shall the king of the s:outh push 
at him: and the king of the north 
shall come against him like a 
whii"lwind, with chariots, and 

THE BANNER 

with horsemen, and with many 
ships; and he shall enter into 
the countries, and shall overflow 
and pass over. He shall enter 
also into the glorious land, and 
many countries shall be over
thrown: 'but these s·hall escape 
out of his hand, even Edom, and 
lV(oab, and the chief of the chil
dren of Ammon. He shall 
stretch forth his hand also upon 
the countries: and the land of 
Egypt shaH not escape. But he 
shall have power over the treas
ures of gold and of silver, and 
over all the precious things of 
Egypt : and the Libyans and the 
Ethiopians shall be at his steps. 
But tidings: out of the east .and 
out of the north shall trouble 
him : therefove he shall go 
forth with great fury to destroy, 
and utterly to make away many. 
And he shall plant the taber
nacles of his palace between the 
seas in the glorious holy moun
tain ; yet he shall come to his 
end, and none shall help him. 

This prophecy is to meet its· 
fulfillment during "the time of 
the end," according to verse 
forty. 

The eleventh chapter of Daniel 
is prophetic, and gives a political 
outline of many events. not men
tioned in other scriptures. Bible 
commentators generally agree 
that the k'ing of the north and 
the king of the south are those 
in control of the territory given 
to two of the leading generals 
who succeeded Alexander the 
Great. The king of the north 
represents the power in control 
of Macedonia, Thrace and 
Greece. The king of the south 
represents the power controlling 
Egypt. 

This prophecy would indicate 
that during "the time of the 
end," there were to be great 
political wars and strife between 
the king of the north and the 
king of the south, or between 
the powers controlling the above 
mentioned territories. 

The poliitcal power in control 
of the territory k~own as the 
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king of the north is Turkey. 
For many years, Bible students 
have believed, according to this 
scripture, that just before the 
end of the world, the Turkish 
power would be driven from 
Europe and would be compelled 
to establish its: headquarters in 
the Holy Land. The closing lan
guage of chapter eleven, speak
ing of the king of the north, 
says, "He shall plant the taber
nacles of his palace between the 
seas in the glorious holy moun
tain ; yet he shall come to his 
end, and none shall help him." 

For many years Bible stu
dents have been watching the 
crippling of the Turkis·h power 
in Europe, and, again· and again, 
have expected the Turk would be 
driven from his possessions in 
Europe, and compelled · to "plant 
the tabernacles of his palace be
tween the seas in the glorious 
holy mountain." 

One notable prophecy is, "Yet 
he shall come to his end, and 
none shall help him." Many 
see that the pres.ent conflict, in 
which Turkey has become in
volved, means: that earthly pow
ers win forsake the sultan and 
that "he shall come to his end. 
and none shall help him." This 
is to take place during "the time 
of the end." Already, Great 
Britain, France and Rus·sia are 
pledged to the destruction of the 

- Turkis·h power. in Europe. Ger
many and Austria-Hungary, of 
the first European powers, alone 
remain friendly. What will the 
final result be? Has the time 
come when the Turk must leave 
Europe? 

If so, the next chapter intro
duces what is to follow. "He 
shall come to his end and none 
shall help him. And at that time 
shall Michael stand up, the great 
prinoe which standeth for the 
childrel.l of thy people ; and there 
shall be a time of trouble, such 
as· never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time: 
and at that time thy people shall 
be delivered, every one that shall 
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be found written in the book." 
This seems to bring us down 

to the very end of time, when the 
standing up of Michael, the de
livering of God's people, and the 
visitation of God's unmingled 
wrath upon the nations of earth 
shall bring such a time of trou
ble as the world has never seen. 
Are we nearing those events:? 
Does the present show that we 
are in the time when these pro
phetic utterances are being ful
filled? 

There are other great lines of 
prophecy which are to meet their 
fulfilment in "the time of the 
end." We cannot here enter in
to detail, expounding these lines 
of prophecy, but the prophecies 
can be found in Rev. 14:6-12; 
Rev. 13:11-18; and in Rev. 7:1-4. 
The angel said to Daniel, "Go thy 
way, Daniel: for the words are 
closed up and sealed till the time 
of the end. Many shall be puri
fied, and made white, and tried; 
·but the wicked shall do wicked
ly: and none of the wicked shall 
understand; but the wis·e shalt 
understand." 

It :s the privilege of God's peo
ple to· understand these prophe
cies. The "time of thJe end" in
troduces the period of the 
world's history when light is to 
shine from the prophetic page, 
and the diligent student can un
derstand the meaning of what is 
written. "None of the wicked 
shall understand; but the wise 
shall understand." 

"Never bear more than one 
kind of troutble at a time." "Some 
people bear three kinds,-all 
they have had, all they have now 
and an they expect to have." 

God help me! help me to sup
press: all longing for what can
not be, and grant me means 
wherewith to bles:s whoever may 
have need of me." 

If you don't scale the moun
tain, you cannot view the plain. 

Life in New York City, as it 
has been reported: 
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THE SUCCESS FAMILY 

The father of success is Work. 
The motiier of success is Am

bition.· 
The oldest son is Common 

Sense. 
Some of the other boys are : 

Perseverance, Honesty, Thor.,. 
oughness, Foresight, Enthusi
asm, Co-operation. 

The oldest daughter is Char
acter. 

Some of the sisters are : 
Cheerfulness, Loyalty, Courtesy, 
Care, Economy, Sincerity. 

The baby is Opportunity. Get 
acquainted with the "old man" 
and you will be able to get along 
pretty well with the rest of the 
family. 

Good cheer is a great lubri
cant; it oils all of life's machin
ery. It is the s•alesman's best 
ally. In the business office, in 
society, in the home, in the 
school, in the shop, on the road, 
everywhere, the favorite is al
ways the cheerful person. Good
natured, cheerful peopl·e do not 
waste their vital energy as the 
grumbler or the too sober; too 
sad people do. They work with 
much less friction; they glide 
along where the others: must 
force their way .. They create a 
pleasant atmosphere and make a 
favorable impression on custom
ers. Peopl·e enjoy dealing with 
the cheerful, sunny man or 
woman. 

Do burdens press sorely? Just 
· ask Him for grace. 

He'll give it, and help thee 
"keep sweet." 

Let sunshine and gladness il
lumine thy face, 

'Twill help someone else to 
keep sweet." 

Do troubles oppress thee? Let 
God be thy stay, 

· 'Tis easy to sigh, but 'tis bet
ter to pray. 

Thy sunshine will come in His 
own blessed way; 

So trustingly try to keep 
sweet." 

"The lover of ease cannot love 
as his portion, success, great
ness, nor the best of all good 
things,-goodness." 

Every church should support 
two pastors--one for the thou
sands at home, the other for the 
millions abroad. 

Comfort one another, 
By the hope of Him who 

sought us 
In ·our peril-Him who bought 

. us, 
Paying with His precious blood; 

By the faith that will not 
alter, 

Trusting strength that shall 
not falter, 

Leaning on the One divinely 
good. 

I shall know by the gleam and 
glitter 

Of the golden chain you wear, 
By your heart's calm strength 

in loving, 
Of the fire you have had to 

bear. 
For as gold must be tried by fire, 

So a heart must be tried by 
pain. 

"It is in loving, not in being 
loved 

The heart is blessed ; 
It is in giving, not in seeking 

gifts 
We find our quest." 

"Live only in the thought of 
love for all, and you will draw 
love to you from evil. Live in 
the thought of malice or hatred. 
and malice and hatred will come 
back to you." 

Let's not despise just common 
things, for here's a truth 
there's no dodging: 

The bird that soars on proudest 
wings ·comes down on earth 
for board and lodging. 

In order that men might not 
forget the true God, Jehovah 
gave them a memorial' of His 
love and power,-the Sabbath. 
He says: "Verily, my Sabbaths 
ye shall keep; for it is a sign 
between me and you." Ex. 31:13. 

The world is our field of mis
sionary toil, and we are to go 
forth to la'bor surrounded with 
the atmosphere of Gethsemane 
and Calvary. 

The Christian is to be a benefit 
to others. Thus he himself is 
benefited. "He that watereth 
s·haN be watered also himself." 
Prov. 11 :25. 

"The pleasantest thing in the 
world are pleasant thoughts, 
and the great art in life is to 
have as many of them as pos
sible." 



Give while you may, a friendly 
word 

To cheer the burden-bearer; 
It helps to win a crown of life, 

And you may be the wearer. 

Every man· that striveth for 
the mastery is temperate in all 
things.H 

"The joy of love is service ; 
and its test is what one is will
ing to do for another." 

"The art of getting to heaven 
is getting heaven in the heart." 

None but a whole-hearted 
Christian can be a true gentle
man. 

"One brick upon another, and 
the highest wall is made; 

One flake upon another, and the 
deepest snow is laid.H 

"In the cross of Calvary we 
see our liberty .H 

The Christian on his knees 
sees more than a philosopher on 
tiptoe. 

When God says "Come," he 
goes to meet us; when He says 
"Go" He goes with us. 

"Some people are opposed to 
the Bible because the Bible is 
opposed to them." 

"The tears of the penitent are 
only the raindrops that precede 
the sunshine of holiness." 

Every true Christian will 
have control of his appetite and 
passions. 

Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink is raging, and whosoever 
is deceived thereby is not wise 
(a fool). 

"And Jesus answering saith 
unto them, Have faith in God." 

What are you doing to let 
your neighbors know the Lord 
is soon coming? 
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"The fruit of the righteous is 
a tree of life; and he that win
neth souls is wise/' 

The way to spiritual health 
lies in the paths of consecrated 
activity. 

On every occasion of uneasi
ness, we should retire to prayer, 
that we may give place to the 
grace and light of God ! 

A nation cannot rise above 
its women, neither can the 
church; rise and shine, sisters, 
and the church will shine with 
you. 

Sometimes it is duty to wait, 
instead of to work. It is he who · 
aspires highly who· highly 
achieves. 

"It is never harmful to eat 
between meals when you are 
eating spiritual food." 

"The cheerful live longest in 
y._ ars, and afterwards in our re
g~,rds.H 

"Reputation is a bubble which 
a man bursts when he tries to 

·blow it himself." 

"Chasten thy son while there 
is hope, and let not thy soul 
spare for his crying." 

He who has framed and 
brought us hither holds in His 
hands the whence and whither. 

"Our duty is to be useful, not 
according to our desires but ac
cording to our powers. 

"No man can be considered 
great who does not move until 
he is pushed." 

"The best prescription for life 
in the hereafter is to live now; 

. the best prescription for good 
work tomorrow is to do good 
work today." 

To ease another's heartache, 
is to forget one's .own. 
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"Yesterday is dead-forget it. 
Tomorrow does not exist-don't 

worry. _ 
Today is here-use it." 

We can never measure the en~ 
couragement to continual effort 
that a word of appreciation 
gives. 

"Knowledge is gained through 
study, wisdom through inspira
tion." 

The men and women who are 
lifting the ·world are those who 
encourage more than criticize. 

"As they refused to have God 
in their knowledge, their sense
less hearts were darkened." 

He who cannot forgive others 
breaks the bridge over which he 
must pass himself. 

Give to a gracious message a 
host of tongues; but let ill tid
ings tell themselves. 

"The desire to 'get square' 
with someone is a poor policy; 
no man ever 'got square' with 
anyone but himself." 

"Knowledge is power." 

The world will be convinced, 
not by what the pulpit teaches·, 
but by what the church lives. 
The minister in the desk an
nounces the theory of the gos
pel; the practical piety of the 
church demonstrates its power. 

He who has conferred a kind
ness should be sil~nt; he who has 
received one, should speak of it. 

The elevator to success is not 
running; take the stairs. 

"Perform good deeds, speak 
kind words, bestow pleasant 
smiles, and you will receive the 
same in turn." 

"I was envious at the foolish, 
. . . until I went into the sanctu
ary of God." 
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DID GOD CREATE THE 
DEVIL? 

There is a distorted view of 
Christianity held by many peo
ple which J,eads them to hold God 
responsible for the existence of 
Satan. They cannot understand 
how the evil one came into ex
istence if not by the act of the 
Creator; and thel'le are some who 
e 1en profess to view the devil as 
a neces·sity to the work of salva
tion. They inquire how man 
could develop moral character 
without the tests to which he is 
subjected by the temptations to 
evil, and r.eason that it must 
therefore be a part of God's plan 
that the devil should exist to fur
nish these temptations. 

But the Word of God gives no 
support to the idea that evil has· 
any necessary place in the crea
tion of God. Evil originated not 
by act of God or by his will. On 
this point we have a statement 
made by the prophet Ezekiel 
which is. worthy of note (Eze. 
28 :11-15). 

"Moreover the word of the 
L9rd came unto me, saying, son 
of man, take up a lamentation 
upon the king of Tyrus, and say 
unto him, Thus saith the Lord 
God: Thou sealest up the sum. 
full of wisdom and perfect in 
beauty. 'l'hou hast been in Eden 
the garden of God; revery prec
ious· stone was thy covering .... 
The workmanship of thy tabrets 
and of thy pipes was prepared in 
thee in the day that thou wast 
created. Thou art the anointed 
cherub that covereth, and I have 
Sret thee so: thou_ wast upon the 
holy mountai.n of God; thou hast 
walked up and down in the midst 
of the stones of fire. Thou wast 
perfect in thy w~ys from the day 
that thou wast created, till in
iquity was found in thee." 

The being here addressed, the 
"anointed cherub," who had 
"been in Eden, the paradise of 
God," can be none other than 
Lucifer, who was once a cover
ing cherub by the throne of God. 
As such he was "full of wisdom, 
and perfect in beauty." He was 
also perfect in all his ways. How 
came he to .fall from this high 
station and become Satan, the 

so? 
The declaration of Scripture, 

as: we have already noticed, is 
that this, exalted being became 
lifted up in heart because of his 
beauty and brightnes,s. He be
came filled with pride, and ·as a 
natural result, aspired to a high
er place than that assigned him 
by the Creator. 'To obtain this 
coveted position he rebelled 
against God and drew many of 
the angels of heaven into the re
volt. "There was war in heaven: 

'ael and his angels fought 
against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his: angels, 
and prevailed not; neither was 
their place found any more in 
heaven. And the great dragon 
was cast out, that old serpent, 
called the devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he 
was cast out into the earth, and 
his angels were cast out with 
.him." Rev. 12:7-9. 

The Almighty did not at once 
cast Lucifer out of heaven when 
he began his course of rebellion. 
This is evident from the fact 
that Lucifer had time to secure 
many adherents to his cause 
among the angels• of heaven. God 
permitted Lucifer to remain in 
heaven, even with rebellion in 
his heart, and to diffus•e the 
spirit of rebellion among the 
heavenly host~ Though he knew· 
the terrible consequences that 
were to follow, God did not in
terfere with the freedom which 
every being in heaven possessed 
to choose the right or the wrong. 
He neither compelled any of the 
angels to sin, nor to refrain from 
sinning. He left all free to de
cide what course they would take 
and · some chos'e to take one 
course and s·ome to take the 
other. 

about the origin of an evil man. 
The evil man started out in life 
as an innocent babe; but when 
.he reached the age of acc·ounta
bility he chose to walk i1 the 
wrong path and his life became 
evil instead of good. When Lu
cifer came from the hand of his 
Creator he was perfect. His 
present condition is the result of 
his own acts, and not of God's. 
Sa tan had no place in the pur
pos,es· of God, nor is he a neces
s•ity to any of the ends "\vhich 
God has in view. God permits 
him to exist and to do evil be
cause he saw fit to permit evil to 
run its course .in this >.vorld, as 
an object-lesson to the universe. 
God's plans· will be carried out in 
spite of the devil and not by his 
agency. 

This is the way it must be in a 
world whose inhabitants are not 
automatons but poss:ess moral 
freedom. No one can look upon 
the world as it is and consider 
its history and find any ground 
for saying that God is a tyrant. 
.So far is tyranny from God's na
ture that he deemed it br>tter 
that men s~hould be morally free · 
at the cost of all the evil that 
might result from a wrong exer
cise of that freedom, as seen dur
ing six thousand years of human 
history, than that there should 
be a sinless world peopled 'by be
ings who served God becaus·e 
they were powerless to d:::> other
wise. 

The world will again be free 
from sin, not 'because its inhabi
tants will have been deprived of 
the power to sin, but because 

· they will have characters in per
fect harmony with the character 
of God. And this· happy condi
tion will continue on through 
eternity. God's goodness and 
wisdom will be vindicated and 
none will ever raise the question 
as to why evil and its agencies 
were permitted for a time in the 
universe of God. 

"You find yourself refreshed 
by the presence of cheerful peo
ple; why not make earnest ef
forts to confer that pleasure on 
othersT' 

adversary? Was it in the pur
pose of God that this should be 

Satan was once in heaven, for 
he fell from heaven. So the 
Scripture plainly says. Hence 
he must at one time have be-en a 
sinless being, for only such can 
have their home with God. He 
was then known as Lucifer, 
which means "light-bearer." He 
sinned because he had the pow
er of choice and exercised this 
power in a wrong way. God 
made Lucifer, but Lucifer trans
formed himself into Satan. There 
is· no more mystery about the 
origin of Satan than there is 

Do not throw away or burn 
religious literature; pass it on 
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