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By Chas. J. Ellis. 
In all ages God's church has 

occupied, and will occupy a 
very important place among 
the nations of earth. That its 
constituency is called a rem
nant and serves as a pres·erva
tive, is· seen from the following 
passage: "Except the Lord of 
hosts had left us a very small 
remnant, we should have been 
as Sodom, and we should have 
been like unto Gomorrah." Isa. 
1 :9. This expression is a sig
nificant one, and is worthy of 
careful study, especially by 
those who are guilty of despis
ing the people of God that com
prise this remnant. In this par
ticular connection, a very small 
remnant of God's church served 
as a preservative (a) of the 
whole church, (b) and of the 

· w 'orld; otherwis·e they would 
f 3. ce a ct'estruction equivalent to 
that of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

God · Stoops and Hears. 
When the cry of Sodom and 

Gomorrah was very great and 
· their sins very grievous so that 

God could no longer tolerate 
. their wickedness, He planned 
their' destruction: this He com
munic,ated to one of His church, 
Abraham. The matter im
Press· e d Abraham greatly. 
Through him all the nations of 

· .· the earth were to be blessed ; 
even the nations of these two 

• wicked cities. How could he 
·consent to their destruction 

• .without a word of intercession 
was a stupendous responsibil
ity for , him. With his heart 
filled with sorrow, he drew near 
to the Lord and asked: "Wilt 
Thou also destroy the righteous 
with the wicked? ... . Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do 
right?" Here God, in tender 
compassion, stooped to listen to 
the pleadings of one who was 
c onnected to His church, and 
-granted .his petition. 

Abraha:r:n believed that fifty 
of God's remnant were sufficient 
to save the total inhabitants of 
those cities·. While this was 
true, he was not certain that 
fifty were to be found therein . 
Her e was the love of God mani
fested in that He condescended 
to reduce that number to a pal
t ry amount of ten at the request 
of Abraham. Indeed, "God 
stoops and hears" His people. 
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Not finding ten righteous in 
those cities, it was time for God 
to pour out His wrath upon 
them; but it was n ecessary to 
take out His remnant ere He 
accomplish this. Accordingly, 
we are told by our Saviour that 
"The same day that Lot went 
out of Sodom, it rained fire and · 
brimstone from heaven and de
stroyed them all." Luk. 17 :29. 
So long as God's remnant was 
in those cities the inhabitants 
were preserved. 

But the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah are not single in this 
experience. It was so with the 
Antedeluvians. Noah, the 
"preacher of righteousness," la
boured in his missionary cam
paign for one hundred and 
twenty years for the salvation 
of their souls; of which time 
the Divine Record reads: "And 
God saw that the wickedness of 
men was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of his 
heart was only evil continual
ly." Gen. 6:5. At the exp~ra
tion of this period of probation, 
God did not destroy the right
eous with the wicked. Noah 
was but a remnant, and as soon 
as he with his family was se
cured in the ark, "the fountains 
of the deep were broken up and 
the windows of heaven were 
opened." Thus, we see, that 
that "very small remnant" was 
the preserver of that whole 
generation. 

God''s Plans Unchanged. 
Reader, look around and see 

how wickedly our world has 
g r own. Has God changed His 
plan in solving the sin-prob
lem? Just as two p:l us two still 
make four, so will He carry out 
His plan in putting an end to 
s in. Says Peter: "But th8 
heavens and earth which are 
now, by the same word are kept 
in store, reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment 
and perdition of ungodly men." 
11 Pet. 3:7. But He will not 
destroy the remnant (the right
eous) with the wicked. 

There is a work to be accom
plished ere God pours out His 
wrath upon this world. The 
gospel must be fully heard, and 
be decidedly accepted or reject
ed even as it was in the days of 
Noah and Lot before the Lord 
closes the door of mercy. Then 
shall He gather out His rem
nant and the entire world will 

be left without a mediator to 
face the frown of God, who was 
so willing to pardon their sins 
while mercy lingered. "He 
changeth not." As He stooped 
to hear Abraham then, so will 
He stoop to hear you now. Seek 
Him now and be saved, is my 
;)Tayer for the reader. 

HIS LOVE 

'Twas but the song of a little 
bird 

In a leafy apple tree; 
But as I listened methought I 

heard 
These words in its song to 

me: 

"Cheer up, weary heart, cheer 
up, Cheer! Cheer! 

And oft came the sweet re-
frain: . 

And I felt His love, so true, so 
dear, 

Possessing my heart and 
brain. 

The love that a wee bird's heart 
can hold 

And pour forth to me, to 
you; 

Love, the half of which never 
was told, ' 

So faithful, tender and true. 

The love that He bears to each 
earth-born child 

That brightens our home
ward way, 

That calms the tempest, .how-
ever wild, · 

His love the same every day. 

TOMORROW 

I have nothing to do with to
morrow. 

My Saviour will make that 
His care, 

Should He fill it with trouble 
and sorrow, 

He'll help me to suffer or 
bear. 

I have nothing to do with to
morrow, 

Its burden, then, why should 
I share? 

Its 'grace and its strength I 
. can't borrow, 

Then why should I borrow 
its care? 

There is a vast difference be
tween a washed white Chris
tian and a whitewashed profes
sor of Christianity. 



COULD WE BUT SEE! 

The forces of evil were gath
ered in council to lay plans for 
carrying on their destructive 
work as rapidly as possible be
fore the end of time. There 
were myriads of evil angels, 
systematically grouped. Each 
group had a leader and a par
ticular line of work to follow. 
The devil himself presided over 
the vast and competent organi
zation, giving advice and coun
sel. As the leaders questioned 
their coworkers, we may well 
imagine that the following con
versation took place in the 
group responsible for leading 
children astray: 

"Have you succeeded in start
ing that group of boys to smok
ing yet?" 

"Well, yes; all but Joe Smith 
were willing to try. He insist
ed that smoking was wrong. 
Then one day I aggravated Mrs. 
Smith, and she became very 
angry with Joe, and told him 
to get out of the house and stay 
out. He left, hurt and sullen. 
His mother had taught him that 
it was wrong to get angry. She 
was the one who had taught 
bim that it was wrong to use 
tobacco. If she did wrong, why 
~houldn't he? So he looked up 
Lis companions and suggested 
a smoke. Isn't it fortunate that 
mothers· cannot see us hovering 
around their children when 
they are left alone to seek 
amusement?" 

"Where do you spend most 
of your time?" 

"I go into homes and cause 
as much mischief as I can, but 
I can work most successfully 
with children left a great deal 
to themselves. In old sheds and 
barns, behind woodpiles, and in 
similar places, I lie in wait for 
the little folks. It is easy to 
suggest all sorts of mischief 
to their minds, because 'no one 
sees, and no · one will know.'" 

"Do you succeed in getting 
t'nose boys who try smoking 
once or twice to form the 
habit?" 

"Yes, indeed. And very few 
conquer their evil habits and 
become real Christians later. In 
spite of all our efforts, however, 
the Holy Spirit gets hold of a 
few, and then we can seldom 
touch them again.'' 

"Then why do you not teach 
all boys to smoke and dr'ink ?" 
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"That would be impossible. 
Some have the home training 
which prevents us from getting 
them started on the downward 
path.'' 

"Now," said the leader, "let 
us have some specific incidents. 
How about the Jones family? 
Have you had more success 
tbere ?" 

"No, I have not; and I fear 
I have lost out entirely. They 
have setablished a family altar 
now, and read the Bible and 
pray every mornin.g and even
ing. Their guardian angels 
stay with them and protect 
them. I used to get the parents 
to speak sharp words to each 
other, and the children to fight, 
but now all is different. Be
cause they have just talked 
with God they feel ashamed to 
quarrel in the morning, and 
lhat is the time to start them, 
because it spoil'S the whole day. 
I shall have to give that family 
up, because I have practically 
been shut out of their home.'' 

"That's bad ·business. We 
must keep people too busy to 
erect family altars. As surely 
as they read the Bible and pray 
c·very day, so surely they are 
lost to us. What about the 
White family?" 

"0 I am sure of them. They 
quarrel and snap at each other 
all day, and the mother is as 
bad as the children. She make~ 
them mind sometimes, and at 
other times I see to it that she 
is too busy to pay any atten
tion to them. Gons,equently 
they seldom do as they are told 
unless they feel like it. The 
mother is nearly always cross 
and irritable. She scolds and 
threatens the children contin
ually, but seldom carries out 
her threats. Her work is never 
done, and when Sabbath comes 
she is too tired to keep it as the 
Lord has commanded. She 
prays sometimes, but evidently · 
the Lord does not answer the 
prayers of those who deliber
ately commit the same sins 
2-ga-in and again. The members 
of this family belong to the 
church, but their neighbors are 
not at all interested in the truth 
they claim to believe. I have 
kept many away from the nar
row way by the use of this fam
ily's influence." 

"'l'hat's right. Get the mem
bers of God's church to exert a 
wrong' influence. You mention-
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ed one family of six children 
where you did not meet with 
~uccess. Have you been able to 
lead them astray yet?" 

"No, indeed. I upset every
thing one day, but it did not do 
2.ny good. The mother was very 
tired, so I tried to make her im
patient. The baby fell down
stairs~ and si'Ster broke a pretty · 
dish. I caused several things 
to go wrong in quick succes
sion, but that mother let her 
work remain undone, cuddled 
the baby, and stopping in the 
midst .of everything gathered 
her flock around her and read 
to them about Jesus. After 
that they prayed, and then 
every one went peacefully 
about his appointed task. When 
the f •ather returned in the eve
ning all the work wa'S done, 
and every member of the fam
ily had a smiling greeting for 
him. No one told him about 
the turmoil of the afternoon. 
What good does it do to waste 
time in such a home?" 

"Not much; but you might 
try again and see if you ·cannot 
catch them una wares. What 
have you done about the hoy 
w~10 g,oes to his father for ad
vice about everything?" 

"I tried for a long time to 
get him to smoke or swear, but 
his parents are always very 
careful about the company he 
keeps. One day his mother was -
called away. I immediately bur
ried s~ome of our boys to his 
home. He used just one bad 
word that afternoon, but I 
thought even that was a good 
beginning. But when evening 
came he told his father all 
about it, and asked God to for
give him. I can Sfle no use of 
trying to lead him astray when 
he has such training at home.'' 

"True enough; but think of 
rhe damage to our cause that 
boy will do if he grows up to 
work · against us. Of all the 
tasks a·ssigned the various 
bands in this conference, ours 
is the most important. If we 
can lure the .children away 
from the teachings of the Bible, 
~md lead them into sin, when 
they grow to be men and wom
en they will have homes in 
w .1ich we may have full control. 
Work hard and swiftly; for our 
time is short. Be away!" 

Have real Christian graces. 
Don't tie your flowers to a: bush. 
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EDITORIALS 

4 'God is our refuge and our 
strength, 

In straits a present aid; 
Therefore, although the earth 

remove, 
We will not be afraid." 

Every noble work is at first 
impossible~ 

Victory belongs to the most 
_persevering. 

"The better is always enemy 
to the best." 

The falling drops at last will 
wear the stone. · 

Success in most things de
pends on knowing how long it 
.takes to succeed. 

Painted lips, painted cheeks, 
painted eyes and bobbed hair 
are disgraceful to Christian 
women. 

You cannot be a member of 
·the body of Christ, and at the 
.same time hold fellowship With 
worldly societies. No man cai:1 
.serve two masters. 
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to do their duty according to 
the light given in the Word of 
God, makes it a necessity for us 
to be the more guarded, lest we 
offend unbelievers before they 
have heard the reasons for our 
faith in regard to the Sabbath 
and Sunday. 

There is to be a time of trou
ble such as never was since 
there was a nation. Our work is 
to study to weed out of all our 
discourses everything that sav
ors of retaliation and defiance 
and making a drive against 
churches and individuals, be
cause this is not Christ's way 
and method. 

IS IT WORLDLY FOR 
WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 

TO BOB THEIR HAIR? 

By J. W. Manns. 
By reading 1 Cor. 11 :1-7, one 

can at once see and know the 
mind of Paul concerning this 
question. "But if a woman have 
long hair, it is a glory to her: 
fbr her hair is given her for a 
covering." Verse 15. 

Why, then, should a woman 
cut off her hair and thus lose 
her glory? Why follow such a 
custom as the bob hair intro
duced by women of notorious 
characters, such as murderers, 
gamblers and bank robbers? 
S.uch women are often seen, as 
was the old harlot Jezebel, who 
painted her face, and tired her 
head and looked out at the win
dow for (a man) Jehu. Sixty
five years ago women who pro
fessed to have a knowledge of 
the "Third Angel's Mess-age" 
would not dream of following 
the styles and customs of such 
notorious . bandits. God says: 

· "Thine own wickedness shall 
correct thee, and thy backslid
ings shall reprbve thee: Know 
therefor~- and see that it is an 
evil thing and bitter that thou 
hast forsaken the Lord thy God, 
and thatMy fear is riot in thee, 
saith the Lord God of hosts." 
Jer. 2:19. . 

Extra short sleeves and half~ Read· 2d. Kings 9 :29..:37. Ir. 
leg dresses which are so stylish . ._ this chapter the seeker fortruth 
in our day are shameful, but · will learn that the noted . Mrs .. 
the extra low neck waist with ,.lezebel is themother -of all who 
no sleeves at all and the knee-. .. li?l!6\v ·· such. c:.1stomiil. ·. Jezebel 
high dresses are worse than . · wanted to attraqt a ·ml:ln, and 
ridiculous. · · so do t10rdaug-htn~ . She paint~ 

ed her face, .a:r::.d t il'ed her head; 
The fact that God's people, . . The modern .Jezebels dO the 

who know the truth, have failed sarne ,thing 'today? Where? In 

the world only? No, but in the 
professed commandment keep
ing church, namely, Seventh
day Adventists. God commands 
His ministerS' thus: 

"Go and proclaim these 
words, . . . Return thou back
sliding Israel, ... only acknowl
edge thine iniquity." Jer. 3:12, 
13. 

Speaking to His Ohurch, God 
says, "Because the daughters 
of Zion are haughty, and walk 
with stretched forth necks and 
wanton eyes, walking mincing 
as they go, ... therefore, the 
Lord will smite with a scab the 
crown of the head of the daugh
ters of Zion, and the Lord will 
discover their secret parts. In 
that day the Lord will take 
away the bravery of their tink
ling ornaments about their feet, 
and their round tires like the 
moon, the chains, and the brace
lets ... the earrings, the rings, 
etc." Isa. 3 :16-26. 

Why are these things, (so 
forbidden by the Lord,) found 
among His people? Where is 
the old-time love for the truth? 

Jeremiah asked this question: 
"And when thou art spoiled 
what wilt thou do? Though 
thou clothest thyself with crim
son, though thou deckest thee 
with ornaments of gold, though 
thou rentest thy face with 
paintings, in vain shalt thou 
make thyself fair." Jer. 4:30-
31. 

It should be remembered, 
these are Sabbath keeping mem
bers·, for we read: 

"Moreover, they have done 
unto Me: they have defiled My 
sanctuary in the same day, and 
have profaned my Sabbath." 
"And furthermore, that ye have 
sent for menrto come from far 
. . . and, lo, they come: for 
whom thou didst wash thyself, 
paintest thy eyes, and deckest 
thyself with ornaments, and 
satest upon a stately bed and a 
table prepared before it. But 
what was all this for? Only to 
attract a man." Eze. 23:35. So 
it is in the church of God to
day. More love for style than 
for the cause of God. 

"And a voice of a multitude 
being at ease was with her : and 
with men of the common sort." 
Tze. 23:42. , 

Righteous · m .en should speak, 
"Cry aloud, spare not, ... Shew 
My people their transgression, 
and the house of Jacob their 



sins." Isa. 58:1. "And the 
righteous men, they shall judge 
them after the manner of adult
eresses . . . be_ca use they are 
adulteresses." Eze. 23 :45. 

Oh, may God help His' people 
to reform before it is too late. 
Who is on the Lord's side? 

Always true; 
There's· a right and wrong side, 

Where stand you? 

Thousands on the wrong side 
Choose to stand ; 

Still 'tis not the strong side, 
True and grand. 

Come and join the Lord's side: 
Ask you why? 

'Tis the only safe side 
By and by. 

THE KEYSTONE 
OF THE GOSPEL 

For Those in the Grave, There 
Is Just One Road to Heaven. 

Infidels date their books 
'"Anno Domini," "in the year of 
our Lord," which is simply an 
acknowledgement that Jesus of 
Nazareth has exercised the 
greatest infi uence of any man 
ever born on the earth, so that 
bme is computed with refer
ence to His birth, rather than 
by any other event in earth's 
history. lt is impossible to 
deny that such a man lived. 

Neither can any one question 
the fact of His death. Two 
peoples had to do with His 
death, the Jews and the Ro
mans. The leaders of the Jew
ish nation demanded His life; 
and in the days of their inde
pendence, capital punishment 
had been inflicted by stoning 
the cr'iminal to death. But in 
the days of Jesus, Judea was a 
Roman province, its affairs 
were administered by a Roman 
governor, and the death penalty 
of that cruel heathen govern
ment was the slow torture of 
crucifixion. 

It is written in history that 
in the final overthrow of J enis
alem by the Romans in A. D. 70 
the hills about the city we're 
covered with crosses, upon 
which the Jews had been cru
cified even to thousands. Yet 
hardly a name of all those cru
cified under the empire of old 
Rome persists in history; so if 
any mention is made of cruci
fixion, Jesus of Nazareth is im-
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mediately thought of. He is 
the Crucified One. 

There is no question but that 
Jesus was born, and that He 
died. His death was the most 
public possible, lifted up above 
the earth in plain sight of all 
the people. Lest there might 
be a mistake, a Roman soldier 
thrust his spear in His side; but 
there was no responding cry of 
agony, or writhing under the 
spear thrust. Blood and water 
came forth from the wound: 
Jesus of Nazareth was dead 
upon the cross. 

So the first established fact, 
which even infidelity would not 
assume to deny, is that such a 
man was born ; and the second, 
that He was finally crucified. 

He Would Rise Again. 
But the hopeful thing about 

it all, which He explicitly 
taught His disciples, is that the 
third day after His death, He 
would rise from the grave. This 
teaching was so well known 
among His enemies, that the 
same antagonis1tic peoples, the 
Jews and the Romans, who had 
united in putting Him to death, 
agreed to frustrate any attempt 
Gn the part of His followers 
to s'teal His body away and aft
erward declare that He had 
risen from the grave. 

"The chief priests and Phari
sees came together unto Pilate, 
saying, Sir, we remember that 
that Deceiver said, while He 
was yet alive, After three days 
I will rise again. Command 
therefore that the sepulcher be 
made sure until the third day, 
lest His disciples . come by 
night, and steal} Him away, and 
say unto the people, He is risen 
from the dead: so the last er
ror shall be worse than the first. 
Pilate said unto 'them, Ye have 
a watch: go your way, make it 
as sure as ye can. :So they went, 
and made the sepulchre sure, 
seal,ing the stone, and setting a 
watch." 

Consequently .there can be no 
ouestion . of His burial, in a 
{~mb which had but one door.' 
That door was sealed by the Ro
man government, and guarded 
by ·a centurion's band of sol
diers, under strict orders to 
permit no one to approach the 
tomb, day or night. 

But the tomb could not long 
hold the sinless ·Saviour of men. 
The third day dawned, a mighty 
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angel came down from heaven, 
and Jesus was called forth. 
"He is not here: for He is ris
en," was the joyful word of the 
angel to the sorrowing women. 
Matthew 28:6. Christ had left 
the tomb. The Roman soldiers 
on guard did not doubt it, for 
they reported the whole mat
ter to the Jewish leaders. Nor 
did even these doubt it, despite 
their hatred ·toward Him; for 
"they gave large money unto 
the soldiers, saying, Say ye, His 
disciples came by night, and 
stole Him away while we slept. 
And if this come to the govern
or's ears, we will persuade him, 
and secure you. So they took 
the money, and did as they were 
taught: and this saying is com
monly reported among the 
Jews' until this day." Matthew 
28:12-15. 

Now the fact that He was not 
stolen away, but was actually 
resurrected, is the keystone of 
Christian faith and apostolic 
preaching. 

After His resurrection, Jesus 
"was seen of Cephas, then of 
the twelve: after that, He was 
seen of above five hundred 
brethren at once ; of whom the 
greater part remain unto this 
present, but some are fallen 
asleep. After that, He was 
seen of James; then of all the 
apostles." 1 Corinthians 15 :5-
7. uTo whom also He showed 
Himself alive after His passion 
by many infallible proofs, being 
seen of them forty days." "And 
when He had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, He 
was taken up; and a cloud re
ceived Him out of their sight." 
Acts 1:3, 9. · 

Is it not strange that many 
Christians shoutd accept the 
facts concerning the manner of 
Christ's going to heaven, and 
then expect to go there some 

-other way themselves? He 
· went by way of a resurrection 

and a visible ascension. He 
said, "I am the way,'' and "N'o 
man cometh unto the Father, 
but by Me." John 14:6. While 
these statements truly indicate 
that we must live a Christian 
life in order to reach the Fath
er, yet I am also constrained to 
believe that the only manner in 
which those who die can reach 
heaven, is by the Christlike 
manner of the resurrection, and 
the ascension of the resurrect
ed body. 
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This was the way the apos·
tles underst·ood the matter and 
preached it. Speaking of the 
dead as asleep, even as Jesus 
had taught them, they likewise 
taught that believers would go 
to heaven the same way that 
He had gone. "For if we be
lieve that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will .God bring 
with Him." See 1 Thessalon
ians 4:13-17. "Even so" must 
mean in the same manner. As 
Jesus was called from the grave 
and given life, so will it be with 
dl believers. "And so shall we 
ever be with the Lord." "And 
so"-that is, in the manner de
scribed. 
"They That Hear Shall Live/, 

Jesus did not say that He 
alone would rise from the 
grave. He declared further: 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
The hour is corning, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and 
Lhey that hear shall live." John 
5 :25. The only hope of life 
after death, in the teaching of 
Jesus, is that the dead shall 
hear His voice, and come forth. 
"'I will raise him up at the last 
ct:2y." John 6 :40. Three times 
in this chapter did Jesus make 
this dedaration. 

The Saviour has left no un
fcunded promises, and that is 
why He must have inserted the 
"now is" when speaking of His 
power to raise the dead. He 
would leave no question in the 
minds of His followers. 

(To be continued) 

CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

Christ is the head of the 
church, and the church is the 
body of Christ. Eph. 1 :22, 23. 
Every one who is governed by 
the Head, no matter what relig
ious organization he may be 
connected with, belongs to the 
body. All such will be one in 
Christ Jesus. They will be of 
one mind, and there will be no 
divisions among them. 1 Cor. 
1 :10. Would to God that all in 
every church throughout the 
\ ,rorld were so closely connected 
with the Head that the oneness 
tor which Christ petitioned His 
Father, might prevail! What a · 
happy condition such a oneness 
would bring about in the great 
teligious bodies! But· alas! 
there are not only tares among 
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the wheat, but open sinners in 
Zion. According to the Word 
of God and the spirit of proph
ecy, a fearful responsibility 
rests upon the church to clear 
her garments from the blood of 
souls. 

The Saviour has given explic
it instruction relative to the 
course to be pursued in dealing 
with the erring. The first step 
is a private visit to the erring 
one. It is not every member who 
is prepared for such work. 
"Brethren, if a man be over
taken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such a one in 
the spirit of meekness; consid
ering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted." Gal. 6:1. If he will 
listen to the plea, then the 
brother is gained. "If he will 
not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more." If this 
fails, "tell it unto the church." 
Matt. 18:15-17. This is done to 
keep a knowledge of hrs sin in 
as closely a prescribed limit as 
possible. "If he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be unto thee 
as a heathen man and a publi
can." Verse 17. A true-heart
ed member of the church will 
never mention the case to a 
worldling. It is only the gos
siper, the tattler, who feeds 
upon husks, that delights in 
such work. 

The first and second steps of 
our Lord's instruction have 
sometimes been carried out and 
the case left there. It seems so 
hard to disfellowship the im
penitent member that the 
church has refused to act. A 
sister said to the writer, "I wi'll 
never vote to disfellowship any 
member, no matter what he has 
done." If all the members 
should take her position, they 
would set at naught the Sav
ioqr's instrucUon, "Let him be 
unto thee as a heathen man and 
~. publican"-that is, expel him 
from the body. By refusing to 
act, the church would ignore its 
Head. To disfellowship the 
member who chooses to remain 
in open sin, does not mean that 
we shall cease to labor lovingly 
and faithfully for his restora
tion. No! no! we are still to ad
monish him as a brother. 2 
Thess. 3 :14, 15. He is to be pit
ied. He is blinded by sin and 
under the control of Satan. The 
action of the church in disfel
lowshiping hini may be the very 
means of bringing him to re-

pentance and restoring him to 
the body. 

At this juncture in the case 
there rests a responsibility 
upon the church that not all 
her members realize, This is 
plainly set forth in "Patriarchs 
and Prophets," page 497, as 
follows: 

"Achan's sin brought disaster 
upon the whole nation. For one 
man's sin, the displeasure of 
God will rest upon his church 
till the transgression is search
ed out and put away. The in
fiuence most to be feared by 
the church is not that of open 
opposers, infidels, and blas
phemers, but of inconsistent 
professors of Christ. These are 
the ones that keep back the 
blessing of the God of Israel, 
and bring weakness upon his 
people." 

According to this statement, 
the displeasure of God will be 
upon any church, whether 
.:-mall or great, until open sin 
is searched out and put away. 
In some of our churches there 
m·e members who are weekly 
violating the Sabbath and open
ly sinning in other ways. Time 
and again the first and second 
steps have been taken for their 
recovery, but no furthe.r action. 
Their names for months and 
even years are retained on the 
church roll. "These are the 
c.nes that keep back the bless
ing of the God of Israel, and 
bring weakness upon his peo
ple." The church should awak
tn and perform her duty in the 
fear of God and the love of 
Christ. Otherwise she is recre
ant to her sacred trust. She 
fellowships the sin and is guilty 
with the offender. She misrep
resents herself to the world, 
and ceases to gather with 
Christ. But when she implicit
ly follows the Word of God, 
her course will be sanctioned 
by the Head of the church. 
·'Whatsoever ye shall bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: 
and whats·oever ye shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven." Matt. 18 :18. 

A hypocrite is as much out of 
place in the church of God as 
<m owl is in the daylight. 

Heathens are true to false 
gods, while many professed 
Christians are false to the true 
God. 



WHEN THE CHURCH 
HANGS OUT THE 

SIGN OF DISTRESS 

Chas. P. Whitford. 
When the church seeks the 

power of the state, as it is now 
doing in the nation-wide Sun
day blue law movement, it is a 
sign of decay, the hanging out 
of the flag of distress. The 
United States Senate report de
clares: "Our constitution recog
nizes no other power than that 
of persuasion for enforcing re
ligious obs·ervances." "A Sun
day law uses fines and impris
onments." 

A Sunday law means that the 
church has left the heaven ap
pointed path for Christians to 
walk in. If Christians desire 
that their friends and neigh
bors give their hearts to God, 
and o:bs·erve the Sunday Sab
bath they should not only labor 
with them personally to show 
them the "Way, the truth, and 
the life," but they should earn
estly seek God in their behalf. 
The proper petition for Chris
tians begins: "Our Father 
which art in heaven," and not 
"The Honorable City Council," 
or "The Honorable State Legis
lature," or "The Honorable 
United States Congress." 

We can rest assured that 
when the voice of the church is 
heard in the city council cham
ber, or the state legislature, or 
the National Congress, asking 
for laws to sustain its practices 
and enfor·ce them upon others, 
it is silent in the court of 
heaven. 

Again, a Sunday law makes 
a deed a crime if it is done on 
Sunday, that is recognized as 
lawful and right if done on any 
other one of the six days of the 
week. It makes a man who is 
recognized and looked up to as 
a good, law-abiding citizen 
through six days of the week, 
a criminal because he does on 
Sunday just exactly as he has 
been doing all through the other 
six days, when, in the doing of 
that thing, he was; looked up to 
and respected for it. 

If what a man does on Sun
day is wrong, then the same 
thing is wrong if done on any 
other day of the week. If it is 
not wrong to do certain things 
on the other . six days of the 
week, what is it that makes it 
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\\Tong to do these same things 
on Sunday? 

Why does the church get up 
t petition and seek the power 
of the state to stop men doing 
things on Sunday that are per
fectly proper and right if done 
on other days of the week? 

The church deals with sin. Is 
it sinful to operate a store, or 
perform honest toil during six 
days of the week? If not, is it 
a sin to do it on Sunday? And 
if it is a sin, the only power 
the church has from God to 
deal with sin is· the Gospel. The 
weapons of the church are mor
al and spiritual, and not carnal. 
The church under guidance of 
the Holy S'pirit has no other 
power to use than the power of 
persuasion. The church is in 
the world to save men from 
sin, and not to force upon them, 
by threats and fines and impris
onments, Sunday, or any other 
religious rite or ceremony. 

Orlando, Flodda. 

"THUS SPEAKETH 
CHRIST OUR LORD,, 

Ye call me · MASTER and 
obey Me not, 

Ye call Me LIGHT and see Me 
not, 

Y e call Me WAY and walk not, 
Y e call Me LIFE and desire Me 

not, 
Ye call Me WISE and follow 

Me not, 
Ye call Me RICH and ask Me 

not, 
Ye call Me ETERNAL and seek 

Me not, 
Ye call Me GRACIOUS and 

trust Me not, 
Y e call Me NOBLE and serve 

Me not, 
Ye call Me MIGHTY and honor 

Me not, 
Ye call Me JUST and fear Me 

not, 
If I condemn you blame Me 

not." 

REJOICE 

Fail-yet rejoice; because no 
less 

The failure which makes thy 
distress 

May teach another full success. 
It may be that in some great 

need 
Thy life's poor fragments are 

decreed 
To help build up a lofty deed. 
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HEAVEN WITHIN 

0 heart of mine, be still : no 
more repining. 

Look up, beyond, there's rest
ing by and by. 

Beyond earth's clouds there's 
brightest glory shining, 

And joy and peace in heav
en's eternity. 

Art lonely? Yes, the friends 
thou lovedst were taken 

Long years ag·o, and they 
have been at rest 

While thou hast labo.red on, 
with faith unshaken, 

Because of three short words, 
"He knoweth best." 

Art tired? Yes, the way seems 
long and dreary, 

And sometimes heaven seems 
so far away. 

But oh, 'tis not. It seems be
cause thou'rt weary, 

And heavenly echoes reach 
thee every day. 

These melodies, which in thy 
soul are singing, 

Are but · the echoes of the 
songs above, 

And evermore their harmonies 
are ringing, 

For heaven is in the heart 
that's filled with love. 

0 love! 0 joy! 0 peace!· 
These make a heaven ; 

And even now, with Christ 
enthroned within, 

Thou'lt find that which thy 
soul has longed for, even 

A heaven within because 
thou'rt cleansed from 
sin. 

WORLDLY SOCIETIES 

Literary societies are quite 
frequently organized, but, in 
nine cases out of ten, they have 
proved a damage to souls, 
rather than a blessing. This is 
because an alliance is formed 
with the world, or with a class 
whose influence and tendency is 
ever to lead away from the solid 
to the superficial, from the real 
to the fictitious. Literary so
deties would be of great ad
vantage, if controlled by a re
ligious element; but sooner or 
later, the irreligious element is 
almost certain to gain the as
cendency, and have a controll
ing influence.-Test. for The 
Church. 
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HOW LONG WAS 
CHRIST IN THE TOMB? 

In the following texts we are 
told nine times that Christ 
should rise "the third day." 

Matt. 16:21. "Raised again 
the third day." 

Matt. 17:23. "The third day 
He shall be raised again." 

Matt. 20 :19. "The third day 
He shall rise again." 

Matt. 10:34. "The third day 
He shall rise again." 

Luke 9:22. "Be raised the 
third day." 

Luke 18 :33. "The third day 
He shall rise again." 

Luke 24 :7. "The third day 
rise again." 

Mark 9 :31. "He shall rise 
the third day." 

Luke 24 :46. "To rise from 
t h e dead the third day." 

In order that the scripture be 
.fulfilled, Christ must have risen 
some time within the limit of 
the twenty-four hours compos
ing the third day after His cru
cifixion. 

While attending the first 
passover after His baptism, the 
Saviour, in speaking to the 
Jews, said : "Destroy this· tem
ple, and in three days I will 
raise it up." John 2:19. In 
other words, within the period 
of time covered by the third 
day, He would rise. This must 
have made a deep impression 
on their minds, for they brought 
it up against Him three years 
later in His trial. Matt. 26:61. 

On the Thursday evening, or 
vvhat would be in Bible time, the 
evening of Friday, the Saviour 
d e liver ed Himself into the 
hands of the wicked mob; from 
that time He was in their hands. 

MISSIONARY WORK 

Some of the brethren and 
sisters .in the church have done 
ct good missionary work, but 
their interest must not flag. A 
fs w Lave done more than their 
,;tTength would admit; but it 
was their meat and drink to do 
~ "· All can act a part in this 
\V ::>l·k, and none are excused. 
Jesus would have all who pro
c oss His name become earnest 
workers. It is necessary that 
every individual member build 
·• ) on the rock Christ Jesus. A 

s t orm is ansmg that will 
wr ench and test the spiritual 
~· o undation of every one to the 
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utmost. Therefore avoid the 
sand-bed; hunt for the rock. 
Dig deep; lay your foundation 
sure. Build, oh, build for eter
nity! Build with tears, with 
heart-felt prayers. Let every 
one of you, from henceforth, 
make your life beautiful by 
good works. Calebs are the men 
most needed in these last days. 
That will make our churches 
vigorous and successful in their 
efforts, is not bustle, but quiet, 
humble work; not parade and 
bombast, but patient, prayerful, 
persevering effort. 

-Test. for The Church. 

"He that is not for me," said 
Christ, "is against me." It is 
whole-hearted, thoroughly de
cided men and women who will 
stand now. Christ sifted His 
followers again and again, un
til, at one time, there remained 
only eleven and a few faithful 
women, to lay the foundation of 
the Christian church. There 
are those who will stand back 
when burdens are to be borne, 
only a few faithful Calebs will 
rome to the front and display 
L:nwavering principle. These 
are salt that retain the savor. 
but when the church is all 
aglow, they catch the enthusi
asm, .sing and shout, and be
come rapturous; but watch 
them. When the fervor is gone, 
lt is when the work moves hard 
that the church develops the 
true helpers. These will not be 
talking of self, vindicating self, 
but will lose their identity in 
Jesus Christ. To be great in 
God's kingdom is to be a little 
child in humility, in simplicity 
cf faith, and in the purity of 
love. 

RECEIVE NOT PRAISE 

We are in the greatest peril 
when we receive p r aise of one 
another, when we enter into a 
confederacy to exalt one anoth
er. The great burden of the 
Pharisees was to secure the 
praise of men; and Christ told 
them that that was all the re
ward they would ever receive. 
Let us take up our appointed 
work, and do it for Chr ist; if 
we suffer privation, let it be for 
His sake. Our Divine Lord was 
made perfect through suffer
ing. Oh, when shall we see 
men laboring as He labored!
Test. for The Church . 

SOVLS FOR NAUGHT 

The enemy is buying souls to
day very cheap. "Ye have sold 
yourselves for a thing of 
naught," is the language of 
Scripture. One is selling him
self for the world's applause, 
another for money; one to grat
ify base passions, another for 
worldly amusement. Such bar
gains are made daily. Satan is 
bidding for the purchas·e of 
Christ's blood, and buying them 
cheap, notwithstanding the in
finite price which has been paid 
to ransom them.-Test. for The 
Church. 

GOD'S WORD 

The Word of God is our 
standard. Every act of love, 
every word of kindness, every 
prayer in behalf of the suffer
ing and oppressed, is reported 
before the eternal throne, and 
placed upon Heaven's imperish
able record. The Divine Word 
pours light into the mOSit dark
ened understanding and that 
light makes the most cultivated 
feel their inefficiency and sin
fulness.-Test. for The Church·. 

WORLDLY YOUTH 

With worldly youth, the love 
of society and pleasure becomes 
an absorbing passion. To dress, 
to visit, to indulge the appetite 
and passions, and to whirl 
through the round of social dis
sipation, appears to be the 
great end of existence. They 
are unhappy if left in solitude. 
Their chief desire is to be ad
mired and flattered, and to 
make a se nsation in society; 
and when this t desire is not 
gratified, life seems unendur
able.-Test. for The Church. 

CALEBS NEEDED 

What we need now is Calebs, 
men who are faithful and true. 
Indolence marks the lives of 
too many at the present day. 
They turn their shoulders from 
the wheel just when they 
~:>hould persevere and bring all 
their powers into active exer
cise.-Test. for The Church. 

No good e'er comes of leisure 
idly spent; 

And heaven ne'er helps the 
man who will not work. 


